Most, however, end up trading the books back
Just don’t drop it in the bathtub first. Novel Action does not accept

B l Refresh your shelves by trading through the Web
O O hooks in poor condition, without covers of with wniting on thewr pages

Swap

By Laura T. Ryan
Staff writer
oping 1o hide away from the hugh cost of hife this
summer by curling up with a good book in your
hammock?
Even that can come with a hefty price tag
A new hardcover can cost as much as 330 And
. te get 1o the used bookstore or library, you'll have
1o slake the thurst of your ever-parched gas tank
What's a cash-strapped reader to do?
Get hip and swap
In these perilous, don’t-call-it-a-recession times, more and more
consumers are siealing a page from bygone days by exchanging their
old stuff (clothes. gift cards, books, even houses) for somebody's
clse’s old stuff
And a popular trading post for book lovers 1s the Web.

ONE TRADER'S STORY

Duanne Denton used w lug stacks of books o a local book exchange
in Chicago, where she'd get a handiul of loose change for her trouble

One day, she just had i

“I fel like | was getung ripped off.” Denton sad. "1 thought,
“Wouldn't it be great if people had the opportunity to buy as many
books as they wanted from a network of fnends in s centralired
way ™"

She decuded tn 2006 10 lsunch Novel Action (www.novelaction.
com), an online ¢leannghouse where members can send their old
books and receive an equal number of used books in return. Or they
can bank their “book bucks” for later

Membership costs $25 a vear, and customers pay a $4.80 flat-rate
shipping charge for up to 6 pounds of books. The site has a virtual
scale on which users can “weigh” the books i their shopping can

Unlike with the online movie rental service Netfhin, 1o which some
have compared Novel Action, members keep the books they sehect,

“We don't wani people cleaning out therr flooded basements or
moldy attics.” said Denton, on the phone from Novel Action’s head
quarters in 4 converted Chicago duplex

Nor do they accept tithes woefully out of date. So find something
else to do with your dog-cared copy of “Coming Trends of the 1970s

Rejected books go hack where they came from. Or, if the ownens
no longer want them, Novel Action donates the cast-offs to soldiers in
Irag and Afghanistan or 1 doctor's offices

SIGNED UP IN SYRACUSE
Syracuse freelance wniter Joel Dossi and his partner Dr. Francisco
Gomez, chief of neurclogy at Community General Hospital, signed up

with Novel Action for practical — and, let’s face it aesthetic — rea-
sons

“Our bookshelves were sagging.” Dossi. 49, said from their James
Street home. “We buy a lot of books, we read a lot of books. And we
tend 1o be hoarders ™

But that changed — or at least the hoarding part — when they stan-
ed shipping books to Novel Action a few months ago

The site’s selecuon is good, Dossi said, and the books armive in good
condition. So far they ‘ve received two shipments of about 35 books,
including an unexpected autographed copy of Anne Lamott's
“Plan B: Further Thoughts on Futh ™

Dossi orders mostly suspense bouks by the
likes of Dean Koontz, Stephen King and
John Grisham

“The (public) library 15
great and we use il quite
a bi” he smd. “But ofien-
times. the popular reads are
checked out ™

If Novel Action 1s out of
a particular book, customers
can ask the site 10 send them an
alert when it's back in stock

Another perk: price

Dossi figures the books end up
costing about $1.50 each

“It’s very, very cheap,” he sard
“You can't go to a used bookstore for
that amount

Other book-swapping sites
www.paperbackswap.com

www. bookmooch.com
www.titletrader.com (books, movies
and CDs)

www.bookins.com (books and DVDs)



